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OUBRUTH. 

On Sabbath evening, May 13, at 10:20, 

our little girl,  not quite four years old, 

fell asleep in Jesus.    We made mention 
of her sickness last week, and at the time 

of writing there were some signs of im- 
provement.    Her sickness was not pro- 
longed many days, but her sufferings were 

great.    Tor  more   than   six   weeks,   she 
complained now and then, but was con- 

fined to her bed for but two weeks. 

Ruth was a dear, sweet child, loved by 

all who formed   her  acquaintance.    She 
was exceptionally obedient, always striv- 

ing to do that which was pleasing to us. 

Although, but a child, she was womanly 
in her conversation.    In disposition, she 

was amiable, in temper sweet, in all her 

ways, pleasant  and  lovable.    She lived 
during   the   years  of perfect innocence, 
and all our memories of her are pleasant, 

except the last thirty-six hours of her life, 
during which time she suffered so intense- 

ly,  that we could much wish to dismiss 

that portion of her earthly existence from 
memory.    On   Friday   night  before  her 

death,   when   suffering  so   greatly,   she 

turned her sweet face to her mamma, and 

very tenderly said : "I want to go where 
heaven is."    Her prayer was answered. 

During all this suffering she was patient 
as a child of God could be, taking all her 

medicine without a murmur. 
She has gone from our home, and we 

greatly miss her, but it affords us comfort 
to know that in the other world, she has 

found a better home, even an eternal rest- 
ing place in the bosom -of  the   Father. 
Her life was short, not quite four years. 

Has   she lived   in vain ?    Certainly not. 

Had she no mission in the world ?    Sure- 
ly so.   Does the lily bloom in vain ?    Yet 

how short is its life.    The flowers come 
and go, but they leave the world richer, 
for having bloomed.    Even so little Ruth 
had a mission.    She has opened fountains 

of  affection   in   the   human  heart,   that 

might have forever been closed, had she 
not bloomed these few short years in this 

world of sin and sorrow.    Some life has 
been made sweeter and richer and more 

beautiful because she lived.    The tender 

Shepherd has taken the little lamb to be 

with him, free from the toils and cares of 
this  sinful'world.    With Jesus,   in   that 

beautiful prayer, we say: "Even so, Fa- 
ther, for so it seemed good in thy sight." 

We wish to thank our kir.d friends for 

the words of comfort, the practical sym- 

pathy in the way of help,  and the tokens 
of love, they have  given us during   the 

sickness  and  after  the death  of Ruth. 
All the teachers and students in the Col- 

lege, and everybody about the hall show- 
ed us such tender regard that we cannot 

thank  them  enough.    Pardon   the men- 

tioning   of   a   few   names—Miss   Jessie 
McKinley and   Mrs.   Keim, watched so 

tenderly by the bedside of the little suf- 

ferer, during the last hours of her aching 

life, when it was too sad for parents to 
look on.    After her death, our three of- 

fice  girls, the compositors   Misses Edith 
Gantz, Bertha Mansfield and Mary Zim- 

merman,   brought  a  bunch   of beautiful 

flowers, for they too had learned to love 

Ruth.    They have our thanks.    Dr.   U. 
M. Beachly and wife, of Meyersdale, Pa., 
have our thanks for a comforting  letter 

and a box of flowers,  which arrived just 

one half hour before the funeral services. 
Brother Mackey, pastor of the church of 

our former home, has our thanks for  a 

letter containing the most beautiful senti- 
ments.    All the students and professors, 

with many other friends, will please ac- 

cept our thanks for the ministries which 

they offered us.    Perhaps, we have writ- 
ten too much, but it is the last time, and 

we may be excused for writing from the 

abundance of the heart.    The   Lord  so 

guide   and   direct  us that  we   may join 

hands in the home of eternal rest. 

any where near bordering on universal- 

ism. There may be, and no doubt is, a 
minister here and there, who abuses our 

form of goverment, but these you find in 

all churches and in some to a far greater 

degree than in. our own. We see no 

cause for alarm from this source. 
Our  government we  believe   to have 

been given by the Lord himself, and the 

fact that a few men in the church misin- 

terpret it and wrongly apply it,   does not 
condemn this form of government.    The 

truth is there is more uniformity of prac- 
tice in the Brethren  church   than   in the 
German   Baptist   church—a   great   deal 

more.    What have they gained by what 

they consider strict discipline ? For years 
they have been legislating, enacting laws, 

for the sake of uniformity in church gov- 

ernment and forms of worship,  and yet 

to-day there exists greater diversity in the 
administration of discipline and govern- 

ment in the German Baptist church than 

in most any other  orthodox   church   we 
know of.    It is not necessary to state in 

what this  diversity   consists,   though   it 

were easy to do so.    Let one travel from 

church to church in the German Baptist 
organization,   and   observe  carefully the 

administration of discipline, the forms of 
worship, what is permitted in one congre- 

gation and what is forbidden in another— 

let any one make a careful observation of 

these things and he will be convinced of 

the  truthfulness  of what  we   here   say. 
There   is to-day as much uniformity in 

practice in the Brethren church with our 

congregational   form   of   government, as 

there is in other  churches,   and   a   great 
deal more than in many others, including 

the German Baptist church. 

MORE ABOUT TJHIOH. 

In this issue appear several articles on 
the propriety and probability of the pro- 
posed Union with the German Baptist 

Brethren. In the discussion of this ques- 

tion, it were better to say as little as pos- 
sible about the basis of Union, as that is 

a matter for future consideration. 
We feel it our duty to offer a friendly 

criticism on the contribution by brother 

P. J. Brown. The brother will excuse us, 

but we cannot see the laxity in church 
government or discipline to which he re- 

fers. Our acquaintance with the Breth- 
ren church and its government, does not 

justify us in accepting the conclusion 
reached by Brother Brown. We have not 

been able to find anything in the govern- 
ment of the Brethren church that comes 

AOBITIOISM. 

On page five of this issue, brother Ross 

Miller, offers a criticism on the comments 
of the Sunday school lesson for April 28, 

this quarter. Brother Miller thinks the 
commentator, whatever his intent may 

have been, failed to bring out the distinc- _ 

tive doctrine of the Brethren church, on 
the subject under consideration. We 

would call the writer's attention to a few 

items: 
1. It is the purpose of the Brethren 

Quarterly to bring out, teach and em- 

phasize the doctrine oU the Brethren 
church, whenever the lesson teaches it, 

but when it is not found in the Scripture 

selected for the lesson, then no such doc- 

trine will be introduced. 
2. The author of the comments on the 


